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Article and Photos by Louise 
Jewell  
 

Each day working at the sugar 
shack in the pioneer village at 
the state fair is wonderfully fun, 
hot, fun, long, fun, tiring, invigo-
rating, hard work, fun, a way to 
meet so many people, fun, 
hot……… You get the idea.  
Some IMSA members put in 
many days and some, like 
Garry & Nancy Sink are there 
all 17 days, plus set up and 
take down days.  We are so 
lucky in the IMSA to have such 
a core of hard workers.  And as 
hot and long as the days got, I 
never saw anyone lose their 
temper.  In fact, just the oppo-
site.  It amazes me how upbeat, 
cheerful, helpful, friendly, ingenious, and dedi-
cated everyone who helped out in the sugar shack 
was. 
 
Indiana's most beloved first lady, Mrs. Judy 
O'Bannon, tasting IMSA maple syrup before tak-

ing  part in the daily  parade, riding in the car pic-
tured behind her. Mrs. O'Bannon is just as delight-
ful in real life as she always seems in the media.   
Sandy Ragan is the ISMA member inside the 
sugar shack. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Glimpses of the Sugar Shack at the 2010 Indiana State Fair 

 
 
 
The 2010 annual meeting of the Indiana Maple Syrup Association will be held on Saturday, Decem-
ber 4,  at Mt. Summit Christian Church Family Center in Mt. Summit, Indiana.  There will be a field 
trip to Dave and Carol Hamilton’s sugar bush following the business meeting. 
 
Tim Wilmot of the Proctor Maple Research Center, University of Vermont will be our key speaker in 
the afternoon.  Other items of interest will be a our vendor display areas and a for sale table for 
members who have any maple related items for sale. 
 
Members will receive more detailed information in the meeting brochure which will be mailed out in 
November. 

2010 Annual Meeting — Saturday, December 4 
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Notes From 
Your President 
 
Garry Sink, 
President, IMSA 

 
     The 2010 Indiana State Fair is now history, 
again we had good sales this year. As you 
know the profits from these sales are used to 
pay for our speakers and other expenses at 
our annual meeting. 
 

 I want to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who worked in the sugar shack, also 

thanks to Art and Rebecca Harris who supplied 
the candy, cream and sugar sold at the fair. 

 

October is the month when the North 
American Maple Syrup Council and Interna-
tional Maple Syrup Institute hold their annual 
meeting. This year it will held in Stratford, On-
tario, Canada. In addition to our designated 
delegates we have several of our own mem-
bers attending. 

 
The  Indiana Maple Syrup Association An-

nual meeting is coming up Saturday December 
4, to be held at Mount Summit, Indiana. Dave 
Hamilton our local chair for this meeting has a 
great program lined up. see you there.  

 
Garry 

Board of Directors, Indiana Maple Syrup Association  Directors are elected for 3 

yr terms at the annual meeting held on the first Saturday of December.  Directors 
elect the officers of the association. 

Ron Burnett (2012) South 
9741 W Baseline Rd 
Paragon, IN 46166 
(765) 537 2375 
rburnett@scian.net 
 

Phillip Hanner (2010) South 
6500 N 825 W 
Norman, IN 47264 

(812) 995 3155 

William Owen, Secretary  (2011) 
North 
0535 S 500 E 
Avila, IN 46710 

(260) 636 2073 

owenwf@ligtel.com 

Pam Childers (2011) Central 
3509 W River Rd 
Peru, IN 46970 

(765) 472 2632 

Arthur Harris (2010) At Large 
999 E CR 325 N 
Greencastle, IN 46135 

(765) 653 5108 

aharris@alink2000.net 

Garry Sink, President  (2012) 
North 
17430 Zubrick Road 
Roanoke, IN 46783 

(260) 638 4919 

gnsink@yahoo.com 

David Hamilton, Treasurer (2011) 
Central 
625 N 100 East 
New Castle, IN 47362 

(765) 836 4432 

Don Jewell, Vice President (2012) 
Central 
10577 E 450 North 
Otterbein, IN 47970 

(765) 583 4865 

Florence Williams (2010) South 
1152 W Egg Farm Rd 
Rockville, IN 47872 

(765) 569 3704 

When it’s over, its over… 
 

“Its over, the ants are running faster than the water, so I removed the 
spiles …” 
    Ron Burnett, IMSA Member and director 
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MEMBERSHIP FORM 
INDIANA MAPLE SYRUP ASSOCIATION 

 

NAME_______________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS ____________________________________________ 

 

CITY ________________________    STATE ________   ZIP __________ 

 

PHONE (_______)______-_______      E-MAIL 

___________________________ 

 
DUES ARE $15.00 PER YEAR.  MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO IMSA. SEND TO:  DAVE 

HAMILTON, TREASURER, 6025 N 100 E, NEW CASTLE, IN,  47362.  DUES INCLUDE 
SUBSCRIPTION TO THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF IMSA (TAPLINE) AND THE MA-

PLE DIGEST THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NORTH AMERICAN MAPLE 

SYRUP COUNCIL. 

State Fair Report 
 

The 2010 state fair was one of the hottest in recent years and probably was the major 
cause of a reduction in attendance and the sale of maple syrup.  We were able to sell 
about 500 gallons with the help of some great members, friends and grandchildren of 
members.  In all about 160 work days were volunteered by about 25 members and their 
helpers.  We had great help from some first time members including the Alwardt's from 
Illinois.  Perhaps the most consistent helpers were the Ragan's of Kendallville, you could 
hardly get Sandy to take a break!  As usual the President and the first lady of maple 
were there every day and many other members were there numerous days as well.  All 
of this volunteer help was greatly appreciated and we look forward to better things next 
year.  During the fair we had seven new members join our association, this is proof that 
the Hoosier Sugar Shack is instrumental in spreading the word about maple production 
in Indiana.                                                                        
 
Dave Hamilton 
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IMSA's own mascot to 
go along with the state 
fair motto of 'Year of the 
Pig' 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                
A well deserved break 
Don Jewell (L)   Dave Hamilton (R) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Garry Sink (L)   & Ron 
Burnett (R)   discuss-
ing ...... 
something important! 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Sometimes it is a real pleas-
ure to be handing out tastes of 
IMSA maple syrup. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

A lighter moment with Dave 
Hamilton reading aloud the 
The Cremation Of Sam 
McGee to the rest of us. 
 
Dave picked up this book on 
their trip to Alaska this sum-
mer. 
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All ages loved tast-
ing the wonderful 
syrup.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ron Burnett (L) and 
Nancy Sink (R) help-
ing customers 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Garry is always a great sport and when I 
went into the sugar shack and told him I 
had all these neat pictures of kids tasting 
IMSA maple syrup, but no 'old' people, he 
willingly came out, tasted, asked all the 
FAQ we get all the time, gave the right 
'ahhhh' and put his spoon where it be-
longed rather than back to the taste giver. 
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Some could just not get 
enough of that spoon after it 
had maple syrup on it. 
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2010 NAMSC-IMSI Annual Meeting to be Held in Ontario 
The Annual Meetings of the North American Maple Syrup Council (NAMSC), the Interna-

tional Maple Syrup Institute (IMSI) and the Ontario Maple Syrup Producers Association 

(OMSPA) will be held from October 20th to 23th, 2010 at the Arden Park Hotel in Strat-

ford, Ontario.  The theme of Conference is Sugaring 2010:Progress and Potential . 
 

For further information contact: 

Bill Robinson, 

2010 Conference Coordinator, 

Telephone: 519-529-7857 

E-mail: robinmap@hurontel.on.ca 

 

STATE FAIR SYRUP FOR SALE: 

 

There is a limited amount of syrup left over from the state fair 

available to members of the IMSA.  It will be available at the an-

nual meeting.  Prices to members are as follows: 

 Gallons    $30.00 

 Half-Gallons $15.00 

 Quarts  $10.00 

 Pints     $5.00 

 

Cookbooks will also be available at $2.50 for IMSA members. 

New Maple Web Site 

 
Members of the Indiana Maple Syrup Association may wish to know about a new Internet site 
that has been started by Cornell University for Maple Syrup Producers.  They are holding webi-
nars through the fall.   Here is the web link to the Cornell site:  http://maple.dnr.cornell.edu/ 
 
Dr. Ralph R. Johnson, CF 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
Department of Forestry and Natural Resources Purdue University 
715 W. State Street 
West Lafayette, IN 47907 
(765) 496-2199 
rrjohnson@purdue.edu 

http://maple.dnr.cornell.edu/
mailto:rrjohnson@purdue.edu

